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February 24, 2023 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

Road Ahead Encourages Route 66 Restaurants to Apply for Historic Restaurant Grant 
Program 
 
The National Trust for Historic Preservation and American Express are once again launching the 
"Backing Historic Small Restaurants Grant Program" to help restaurants address critical needs 
amid ongoing economic challenges. The Route 66 Road Ahead Partnership is encouraging the 
many small, historic restaurants along Route 66 to apply for this grant program to help offset the 
financial challenges leading up to the 2026 Route 66 Centennial. 
 
Grant applications are due March 12, 2023. Visit https://savingplaces.org/historicrestaurants for 
information on how to apply or nominate a historic small Route 66 restaurant. 

The Backing Historic Small Restaurant Grant Program wants to learn about a small or 
independently owned restaurant located in a historic or older building or neighborhood that:  

·       Contributes to the history and/or identity of its surrounding community or 
neighborhood.    
·       Tells an inclusive story about cuisine and community in America (such as historic or 
ethnic food ways or culinary heritage).  
·       Has a compelling and inspiring historical narrative or cultural significance. 
·       Has been disproportionately impacted by economic challenges, disasters, or other 
hardships. 

 
“This is a great opportunity to nominate Route 66 restaurants that might benefit from an 
additional $40,000.” Says Road Ahead Chair Bill Thomas. “And, if your restaurant is close to 
Route 66, be sure to mention your connection to Route 66 and the timeliness of investing in 
improvements.” 
 
Established in 2016, with the support of the National Park Service and the World Monuments' 
Fund, The Route 66 Road Ahead Partnership’s mission is to revitalize and sustain Route 66 as a 
national and international icon through partnerships focused on promotion, preservation, 
research and education, and economic development. 

 
### 

Contact: 
Bill Thomas, Chairman 
Route 66 Road Ahead Partnership 
rt66theroadahead@gmail.com 
217-648-5077 
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ABOUT AMERICAN EXPRESS 
 
American Express is a globally integrated payments company, providing customers with access to products, 
insights and experiences that enrich lives and build business success. Learn more at americanexpress.com 
and connect with us on facebook.com/americanexpress, instagram.com/americanexpress, 
linkedin.com/company/american-express, twitter.com/americanexpress, and 
youtube.com/americanexpress. 
 
Key links to products, services and corporate responsibility information: charge and credit cards, business 
credit cards, travel services, gift cards, prepaid cards, merchant services, Accertify, InAuth, corporate card, 
business travel, and corporate responsibility. 
 
ABOUT THE NATIONAL TRUST FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
 
The National Trust for Historic Preservation, a privately funded nonprofit organization, works to save 
America’s historic places. SavingPlaces.org I @SavingPlaces 
	
	
1	Through	the	grant	program,	25	small	historic	restaurant	owners	will	receive	a	grant	in	the	amount	of	$40,000,	with	at	least	50%	used	to	
support	capital	improvements;	up	to	25%	used	to	cover	costs	associated	with	project	management	and	administration	of	grant-funded	work;	and	up	to	
25%	to	support	general	operating	costs.	

 


